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teven Jones, aka Raby Bird, has recently been chris-
tened Eutopean G
photogenic. there’s no doubt, and the poses he
strikes hit him instinctively. “We did this photo shoot in
America that took all day. and I just find that mind-
numbingly boring. [ think you should get the photographs
jone with whatever's around you. It's the same as mak-
ing the mu hatever instruments are around, I grab
them and try to get the best out of them.

After his hit tune “Ugly Beautiful.” he was hassled to
such an extent that he had to move. Why? "It was a huge
phenomenon in Britain, It was in the charts for 15, 16
weeks." He says it got a bit boring after a while. “Most
of it was good. but it just got a bit much because every-
one knew Baby Bird through that one single.” It was the

<atehy chorus, jorgeous.” and gentle crooning
on his end to many a fan’s anxious ear that did it.

“It was definitely made

x& low budget. But
I qmte like that; it makes
you resourceful. Slmple
equipment keeps the
music simple.”

Litle did many going ga-ga at the time m.luq m.u Buhy
Bird had slews of home recordings store four
track cassttes. Slews, Neverthelens, ans of -
Beautiful"—the intelligently written and sexvally subver-
sive song about how a man would feel on the other side
of the lens. sitting on a car bonnet in a bikini trying to
sell a car-—would persist at Jones, not with a simple
shoulder tap and polite words: they would grab hirm by
the crushed blue velvet and pull him around. He says the
treatment, once they've bought your single. is more like
whership. But it's something he doesn’t wish to change.
m kind of glad { went theough all that and hopefally it
will back again and we'Il have some more sucee

Steven Jones pvenares to hid Good Night—-gracing an
early recording’s cover.

The Baby Bird stockpile began ten years ago. when Jones
used to write soundtrack music on a four-track tape
recorder for 4 theatre company. The sort of theatre jones
was involved with went against the understood theatcical
structures: he and i troupe used big screens and hidden
miccophones to counteract the chore of “having to widen
your eyes and project your voice.” This way. hand ard
Tacial gestures could be blown up fur all to see. "It we
almost be like coming 10 a theatre, but you would be
watching a stand up show and our trying to break down
the idea of acting in a gold fish bowl.”

“The “tiny lit
as a brief case

four-track tape machine, which was as big
ave Jones soface during his on and off
again theatre life. *I was unemployed for quite a lot of
time in between sho use they would only last for
six months at a time.” So he just shopped around for
inexpensive instruments and cheap drum machines and
created with them the best and most authentic sounds as
possible. I was defily mode very, very low e
But I quite like that; it makes yor
cquipment keeps the music simple

Since the success of “Ugly Beautiful.” Baby Bird has
signed to Atlantic in America. The Ugly Beautifil album
s 2 reworking and studio polishing of 15 Steven Jones
originals. Canadian indie label Handsome Boy er-
natively, licensed three of his lo-fi records: / Was Born A
Man, Bad Shave and Fatherhood. Jones tells me. “There
are some tracks on Ugly Beautiful which are kind of sim-
ilar [to |||\ originals]. like “Atomic Soda” and “Jesus Is
My Girlfriend.” which is what I was doing on a four-

ack, mu brought up to date.” On the intimacy scale.
there is no question which of the two styles hits you at
the heart. Lo-fi does it every time. (It is possible to route
around in the UK for Baby Bird original recordings.
despite the very few actual copies in existence. / Was
Born A Man goes for about 60 or 70 pounds.)

Jones chose his avian by Bird, because he want-
ed a name that didn’t sound like it could be categorized
“It was just a banner for anything that we could do." And
he doesn’t have an obsession for birds. “No. I just
that was a nice name and it sounded better than baby ele-
,mv..u or baby whatever.” And it was appropriate t
jescribe his en “I think the music is quite frag-
il and innocent and simple, a5 4 baby bird is"
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